
MARAMARATHTHOON PN PARKARK
Marathon Park was dedicated April 13, 1983, marking the future finish line of the First Ever U.S. Women’s Olympic Marathon Trials, held on May 12, 1984. This marker is provided courtesy of the Olympia Trials Legacy Committee.*

From the 1960s into the 2000s, women fought for full parity with men to compete in 
Olympic distance running events. Crucial legislative changes, along with scientific, 
social, and medical acceptance, helped normalize women’s distance running. 

   1966 – Doris Brown Heritage is the first woman in the world to break 5-minute (indoor) mile
                and goes on to earn five consecutive world cross country titles (1967-1971)
   1971 – Beth Bonner sets the women’s marathon world record (2:55:22)
   1972 – Women are officially allowed to compete in the Boston Marathon
   1972 – Nina Kuscsik is the first woman to win the women’s division of the Boston Marathon (3:10:26)
   1972 – Amateur Athletic Union opens all sanctioned U.S. marathons to women
   1972 – Title IX passes, prohibiting sex discrimination in education-based events
   1975 – Marilyn Bevans is the first Black woman to win a U.S. marathon at the Washington’s
               Birthday Marathon in Maryland (3:04:32)
   1975 – Jacqueline Hansen sets world marathon record (2:38:19)
   1977 – Marilyn Bevans is first Black woman to medal at the Boston Marathon, placing 2nd (2:51:12)
   1982 – The Olympic Committee officially adds Women’s Marathon to the Olympic Games
   1983 – Joan Benoit sets world record (2:22:43)
   1983 – Jacqueline Hansen leads a lawsuit against the International Olympic Committee (IOC),
                prompting the inclusion of Women’s Marathon, 5,000m and 10,000m to Olympic Games
   1984 – Joan Benoit (2:31:04), Julie Brown (2:31:41) and Julie Isphording (2:32:26) become the First
                Ever U.S. Women’s Olympic Marathon Team
   1984 – Joan Benoit wins the Olympic Gold Medal – Women’s Olympic Marathon  (2:24:52)
   1988 – Women’s 10,000m race is officially added to the Olympic Games
   1996 – Women’s 5,000m race is officially added to the Olympic Games
   2008 – Women’s 3,000m steeplechase is officially added to the Olympic Games

Olympia Hosts the Trials
Seattle resident Laurel James, a prominent race director and 
owner of one of the first retail running stores in the United 
States, envisioned an opportunity to bring the inaugural U.S. 
Women’s Olympic Marathon Trials to Olympia. Partnering with 
Olympia’s Capitol City Marathon Association, Laurel and her son 
Brent accompanied a local delegation, led by U.S. Senator Slade 
Gorton, to Philadelphia in December 1982. This group presented 
a bid to the Olympic Marathon Trials Site Selection Committee 
to host the race. Olympia was selected by the Committee, 
beating out New York City, Los Angeles, Atlanta, and Kansas City, 
Missouri. As a member of the host community, Saint Martin’s 
University in Lacey was transformed into a mini Olympic Village 
to house all participating marathoners.

On the morning of race day, May 12, 1984, over 50,000 spectators 
lined the marathon course. Two hundred and thirty-six powerful 
women, ages 16-54, surged out at the sound of the starting gun. 
All but 39 finished within the official time of four hours. Two 
pregnant runners were followed by an ambulance with a sign in 
the window stating “Stork Patrol.”

Media coverage of the historic event included radio broadcasters, 
reporters, and television crews from as far away as Japan. 
ABC’s “Wide World of Sports” provided live day-long coverage. 
Without the 4,000 local volunteers from Olympia, Tumwater, 
Lacey, and other Washington communities joining together, the 
race would not have been such a resounding success.

Hosting the Trials left us with a legacy 
of civic pride. By being the best, 
you brought out the best in us.   

Lt. Governor Denny Heck, May 2024

Distance running pioneer Roberta 
“Bobbi” Gibb designed and sculpted 
this unique trophy for the three winners
of the 1984 Marathon Trials.

Visit Capitol.wa.gov
to learn more about 

Marathon Park

Start Line of Women’s Marathon Trials: GPS Coordinates N 47˚ 01.664’, W 122˚ 54.909’ Finish Line of Women’s Marathon Trials: GPS Coordinates N 47˚ 02.285’, W 122˚ 54.831

All photos property of Trials Legacy Committee

Delegation Presenting Bid 
in Philadelphia:
U.S. Senator Slade Gorton
Laurel James
Brent James
Gerry Alexander
Jacquie Wilson 
Joseph Beaulieau
Jerry Hill
Rex Derr
Anne Derr
Walt Jorgenson
Nancy Watkins

1984 U.S. Olympic Women’s Long 
Distance Site Selection Committee:
Barb Palm, Committee Chair
Nina Kuscsik
Ann Winters
Donna Burge-Roark
Julie McKinney

1984 Women’s Marathon Trials Association:
Board of Directors:
Darlene Hickman, Board Chair (Seattle)
Dan Anderson (Seattle)
Judy Beck (Tacoma)
Joan Cullen (Olympia)
Anne Derr (Olympia)
Eldon Marshall (Olympia)

U.S Olympic Committee
The Athletic Congress (TAC):
Doris Brown Heritage – Women’s Middle- & Long-Distance Coach
Carole Langenbach – President: Pacific Northwest Athletics Congress 
Jessie J.  Knight – National Marketing Director
Nina Kuscsik – Chair, TAC U.S. Women’s Long-Distance Running Committee

Executive Team:
Brent James – Executive Director
Dr. Ken E. Foreman – Race Director
Kayren “Kay” Walters – Olympia Operations Director
Jeanne McKnight – Communications & Media Director
Carol Guzy – Athlete Communications & Certification
Janet Haag - Banquets & Special Activities
Carl Glatze & Dave Kent – Course Committee
Dr. Bob Adams – Medical & Aid Station Coordinator
Lyle Watson – Governmental Affairs
Jack Rabourn & Karen Fraser – Host Committee
Charlie Kirry – Newsletter
Diane & Mike Fitzpatrick – Olympic Trials Village
Penny Cusick – Public Housing
Jim Slakey – Transportation
Cher Stuewe-Portnoff – Volunteer Coordination

*Olympia Trials Legacy Committee:
Ron Walters, Greg Klein, Karen Robbins, Eileen Swarthout and Denise Keegan, President.
Financing of this marker provided with private funds.
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This symbol was stenciled on This symbol was stenciled on 
pavement to mark the entire pavement to mark the entire 
race routerace route

Frame Overlap

Marathon Park - Women’s Marathon Story - 36” x 24” - Qty. 1




